" 


| THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. 1. ALEXANDER WILEY, WIS. 


"waren e, obppto“edhor Release 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001600090968-6- ~~ > 
J. W. FULBRIGHT, ARK, H. ALEXANDER 8MITH, N. J. Piste a aon 
“Ano 


JOHN SPARKMAN, ALA, BOURKE B. HICKENLOOPER, IOWA 
HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, MINN. WILLIAM LANGER, N. DAK 


ALBEN W- BARKLEY, KY.” Gronce D- AIKEN, VT. saci Mnited Dlates Dente 


HOMER E. CAPEHART, IND. 
WAYNE MORSE: OREG: COMMITTEE ON: FOREIGN RELATIONS 
FRANCIS O. WILCOX, CHIEF OF STAFF 


July 23, 1955. 


- Honorable Allen W, Dulles 


Director of Central Intelligence 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.S, 


Dear Mr. Dulles : 

Enclosed is a copy of S. 261h, introduced July 
22, 1955 by Senator Smith of New Jersey, " To establish a Joint Comm 
ittee on Foreign Intelligence. " 


It will be appreciated if the Committee on For~ 
eign Relations may have the views of your Agency on this measures 


Sincerely yours 


Walter F, hoorge Leer 


ChaLrmane 
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In addition, Senator Russell, Chairman of the Armed 


Services Committee, has designated a small group of the senior 
That” 


members a to meet with CIA representatives from 
time to time to consider those phases of our work of interest to his 


committee, Insofar as CIA is concerned, we have felt that through 


One fie 
the _wask-ef the committees above mentioned, we have had St ee 


opportunity to secure fil consideration of any legislative and re- 
~~ 


lated problems affecting the Agency and we have not felt the need mk 
any for the establishing of any committees to replace or supplement Phen, 


As you appreciate, it is important from the point of view of security 


to restrict to the extent feasible, the number of persons who are ; 
Al? 
knowledgeable vi the sensitive operations of this Agency. The reerests n~ 
Vr not uA. noe, 
which we have se-far-received-frem the committees of Congress have 
ny 
been entirely consistent with this security need, ' 
eee Civ 


In case racine erin Termin 


Shrtel be or arly Seat ) — 
to deal with the CIA ee ert Uo carte. ne i Tn 


UU {penodht aaa : 
i, but]would point out that as the Central Intelligence Agency by 


the National Security Act of 1947 (Public Law 253, 80th Congress) 


is "established under the National Security Council," the views of 
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the latter on this subject would be daeaiiienn: on UB, pa Gow 6 eal t 
» Ooh. 
I.-would point: out:that the recommendation of the Hoover 
" Cipetmi CASRLA Mo 
Commission and the scope‘of S, 2614 is Rruader than the Central 
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Intelligence Agency alone and relates to all aspects of the foreign 
intelligence activities of the Government, 


Sincerely, 


Allen W, Dulles 
Director 


Approved For Release 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001600090068-6 


Approved For Release 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001600090068-6 orcas 


 eamemarentt cayenne st none. orate nen Pda 


; So ee -. ih paneer cen emt 
, ‘| “UNCLASSIFIED ’ CONFIDENTIAL SECRET 
* + (SENDER WILL CIRCLE CLASSIFICATION TOP AND BOTTOM) 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 


[____] APPROVAL [___] INFORMATION [___} SIGNATURE 
[7] ACTION [-——] DIRECT REPLY [7 RETURN 
(-___] COMMENT ["—] PREPARATION OF REPLY ~ [| DISPATCH 


[7] CONCURRENCE [____] RECOMMENDATION - (CT FILE 


Remarks: 


SECRET CONFIDENTIAL UNCLASSIFIED 


FORM NQ. 30- 4 Provious editions may bo used. (40) 
TNOV 53 Us &. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICER © 16-~88548-2 ‘ 


Approved For Release 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001 g000s006s-6 


Approved For Release 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001600090068-6 i 7 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 7 


WASHINGTON 25, D. G. res 
0 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


The Honorable Walter F. George 

Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations 
United States Senate 

Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Senator George: 


This is in reply to your letter of 23 July 1955 requesting 
comments on 8. 2614, introduced 22 July 1955 by Senator Smith of 
New Jersey, "To establish a Joint Committee on Foreign Intelligence". 


We have consistently taken the position that 1t is a 
matter of Congressional prerogative to determine whether there should 
be a special committee to watch over the activities of the Central 
Intelligence Agency and related organizations. However, there are 
certain matters pecullar to intelligence operations which should ‘be 
given due consideration before the Congress establishes a Joint 
Conmlittee. 


In the first place, the security aspects of intelligence 
operations are of paramount importance. Alt -inteitit : iret 
throughout the world are constantly on the lookout for informatig 
concerning their rivals. Iven the smallest piece of information, 
natter how trivial, may provide valuable leads. This wo include 

the number of employees of an organization, the sizeef the budget, the 
number of automoblles it utilizes, the areas in yhtch it has repre- 
sentatives, and any indication of how much it-Knows. While it is 
naturally assumed that all members of the Congress will be appropriately 
discreet, it should be noted that su¢ committee would have staff 
members who would have to be very-+thoroughly screened. 


the problems re ing to a staff of a Joint Committee on 
Intelligence are not inc6nsequential. It should be noted that the 
y spend considerable time in the intelligence 
organizations consequently would gain a broad knowledge of the 
most sensitive type of work. This would raise a very fundamental 


questlon as to how complete their knowledge should be, and I might 
pointcut that there are certain operations known only to two or three 
i duade-tar- thie ora zatbens 
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Undoubtedly your ecmmittee will wish to consider the effect 
that the establishment of a Joint Committee on Intelligence would have 
on the relatlonship ‘between the legislative and executive branches 


of government. Throughout history intelligence has been used to keep 


the policy makers informed concerning the capabilities and intentions - 
of other nations. Properly speaking, intelligence should be gathered 
before policy is made. As you can readily see, this raises a rather 
complex matter of intra-governmental relations. 


I should also like to point out the relations of the Central 
Intelligence Agency to other committees of the Congress. As you are 
aware, Senator Russell, Chairman of the Armed Services Committee, has = |, 
established a subcommittee to deal with the CIA composed of himself 
and Senators Johnson (Texas), Byrd, Bridges and Saltonstall. The 
Appropriations Committees in both Houses hold hearings on the CIA budget 
each year and go into considerable detail in regard to our activities. 
We also come under the Jurisdiction of the Committees on Government 
Operations, and have always endeavored to answer any questions raised 


by these bodies. The important aspect of this is whether these committees 


would yleld their jurisdiction to a Joint Committee on Intelligence. 


This leads to the last point which I would like to mention 
and that is the number of individuals who would become knowledgeable of 
our highly sensitive operations. Senator Smith's bill, which is similar 
to other bills introduced during the recent session, would establish a 
committee composed of nine members from each House. Should this number 
be added to the number from Appropriations, Armed Services, and 
Government Operations, 1% would appear to create a very large group 
who were aware of secret activities. 


We would be happy to discuss this matter further with you, 
or to provide you with any additional details which you might desire. 


Sincerely, 


Allen W. Dulles 
Director 
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